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Valedictorian Speech

On behalf of the graduating students, | would like to thank our distinguished
guests, our faculty, and our families for holding such a brilliant ceremony for all of
us here today. It is a great honor to make a valedictorian speech, and | thank my
classmates for allowing me to do this.

Last year, | was very fortunate to study overseas, at the Johns Hopkins Hospital,
through an exchange program between the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
and the University of Tokyo. It was rewarding to take part in a rigorous clinical
clerkship in a different language, a different culture, and a different healthcare
system. At the same time, it was encouraging to hear the names of University of
Tokyo professors mentioned in the world's most highly regarded medical
institution, which gave me a sense that in the future it will be possible for us, too,
to play a leadership role in medicine internationally.

Last year, after the catastrophe that struck our country, we saw both the threat
and the promise of science and technology. | believe that this is a good time to
consider our mission as graduates of the University of Tokyo.

Sir William Osler, the father of modern medicine, said in one commencement-day
speech, "Gentlemen, | have a confession to make. Half of what we have taught
you is in error, and furthermore, we cannot tell you which half it is." | believe that
what he wanted to say is that those who would lead the next generation should
not just believe blindly in what we were taught in school but challenge existing
concepts. Errors may merely result from a misinterpretation of observed natural
phenomena, or from a mistaken notion that a certain disease is incurable,

despite our potential ability to create a novel therapy. It is our mission as
graduates of the University of Tokyo to correct those errors and to give hope to
people who suffer, by bringing science, technology, and medicine forward.

To conclude, | would like to express my gratitude to the faculty, to our families, to
my friends, and last but not least to the generous hospital patients who taught us
about their diseases throughout our clinical clerkships.

Thank you.
March 23, 2012

Hotaka Matsui
Class of 2012



